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new lines.   His policy of active reform, especially his attitude towards
the Irish question, united his party.

The Liberals under Gladstone stood for political equalitv and
abolition of privileges. Hence they set themselves to break down the
rule of the landowners and the Church and to establish equality be-
fore law. In his first ministry he carried out many bold and compre-
hensive reforms.

The Policy of the Conservative Party. On Victoria's accession
the Conservatives had as a matter of fact a larger share in shaping
the legislation of the period than the nominal authors, the Whigs.

The Conservatives had been organised into a strong party under
the able leadership of Peel. He abandoned the name of "Tory" and
adopted that of 'Conservatives', and with this change of name the
old principles of rigid Toryism also underwent a marked change.
The Conservatives were to respond to the spirit of the time* and so
were not to pursue the old Tory policy of unintelligent resistance to
all changes.

In 1841, Peel was the leader of the representatives of the landed
interest and so was pledged to the maintenance of the Constitution.

In the period from 1868 to 1895 the Conservatives stood for the
Church,-the Monarchy and the maintenance of the Constitution.

The successive extension of the franchise made the working
classes a power and so both the parties, to secure their support, vied
with each other in promoting measures of social reform. The policy
of both the parties was modified by the acceptance of Labour poli-
tics and Socialistic sentiments.

"The Home Rule question broke up the Liberal Party into Glad-
stonian Liberals and Liberal-Unionists. Before long the Liberal-
Unionists joined and thereby strengthened the Conservatives. In this
connection, it should be noted that the settlement of Imperialism was
another element of discord among the Whigs. It was on this ques-
tion as well as on that of Home rule that Chamberlain went over to
the Conservatives. Thus Imperialism and Socialism had great influ-
ence in moulding party politics towards the last two decades of Vic-
toria's reign." (Mukerjee).